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Church Planting 

Summer 2016 

A.W. Tozer once wrote, “I remind you that there are churches so 

completely out of the hands of God that if the Holy Spirit withdrew 

from them, they wouldn't find it out for many months.” That quote 

makes me ask you these questions. How long do you think it 

would take for us to discover the Holy Spirit had withdrawn from 

Western Reserve? Would the Holy Spirit’s exit be an instant 

discovery? Would the Holy Spirit’s exit be a slow erosion? How 

many would never notice the Holy Spirit was gone? Do you think 

the Holy Spirit left Western Reserve years ago? Do you think the 

Holy Spirit was ever here? 
 

On July 1, I will begin my twenty-third year of service at Western 

Reserve. I am proud of the progress we have made. However, I 

will admit we have not made as much progress as I had hoped. 

The reason for our stunted growth is not a lack of human effort. 

Many hard working volunteers fill our building each week to 

maintain our organization. It is my opinion our problem is more 

spiritual in nature. We need a revival. In other words, we need to 

experience the Holy Spirit, first hand.   

 

It is for this reason I have decided to make a major investment in time in the Book of Acts. During 

the summer of 2013, I began preaching through the Book of Acts. Originally, I thought I could 

complete my task in three summers. I was wrong. Acts is too important to speed through. Acts 

tells us clearly, the Holy Spirit created the church originally and it will be the Holy Spirit who 

rebuilds the church now. I have called this entire body of work Church Planting. On the website 

you will find a copy of my tentative preaching schedule. I will cover Acts 16:1-18:22.  

 

Upcoming Events 

Chicken Dinners 

  June 2, July 7, August 4 

 

UMW Picnic 

  June 9 

 

Annual Conference 

June 13-16 

 

  Church-wide Picnics 

  June 26, July 31, August 28 

 

  Vacation Bible School 

July 8-9 

 

   Alzheimer’s Garage Sale 

July 21-23 

 

Youth Mission Trip 

July 24-30 
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These chapters cover Paul’s second missionary journey. Next summer, we will begin looking at 

Paul’s third missionary journey. 

 

The Great Commission says we are to make disciples. We are to baptize them in the name of the 

Father, Son and Holy Spirit. (Matthew 28:19) Do you feel qualified for that task? Is it possible we 

have no energy left to make disciples because we spend all of our energy maintaining our 

organization? Or, maybe our problem is deeper? Maybe we are like those pre-Pentecost disciples. 

We have heard about the Holy Spirit, but we don’t understand him; we have heard about the Holy 

Spirit, but we have never experienced him. That is why the Book of Acts is so important. I ask that 

you begin to pray for this sermon series now! Pray for two things. First, pray that by Labor Day 

you will have a clearer understanding of the Holy Spirit. Second, pray that by Labor Day you will 

experience the Holy Spirit. Never forget, Jesus expects us to make as many disciples as possible. 

Human efforts are not enough. We need the divine helper. 
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This year the East Ohio Annual Conference will be held at Lakeside, June 

13-16. Russ Adams and Harriet MacAvoy will be representing Western 

Reserve. Annual Conference is a sacred time in the life of our denomination. 

In addition to the business sessions, seasoned ministers retire, fresh ministers 

are ordained and the progress of the church is reported. This year we will say, 

“Good-bye” to our Resident Bishop and his wife, John and Elaine Hopkins, who 

are retiring.  Please keep them in your prayers. 

 
 

 

This summer at Western Reserve there will be three 

Sunday church-wide picnics in the pavilion. The dates 

are June 26, July 31 and August 28. The time of each is 

12:00 noon. If your small group is interested in hosting 

one of these picnics, then please contact the church office. 

 

 

 

 

This year’s Vacation Bible School at Western Reserve is 

scheduled for July 8th and 9th. We will begin on Friday at 5:00 

and will conclude at 8:00. Pizza will be served for dinner. On 

Saturday we will begin at 10:00 and conclude at 4:00. Hot 

dogs will be grilled for lunch. All children are invited up to the 

6th grade. Additional information will be available in the near 

future. Call the church office to registrar your children today! 

 

 

 

This year’s Youth mission trip is to Madison, West Virginia. 

The camp is organized by the Group Workcamp Foundation of 

Loveland, Colorado. The dates of the trip are July 24-30. This 

year twenty from Western Reserve will be attending, many for 

the first time. It is a win-win situation. The local residents will 

receive help and our youth will experience Christ for 

themselves. Remember to keep them in your prayers. 

 


