
 

 

March 18, 2012 
 
Questions for Lent and Easter 
The Hard Question 
John 6:60-71 
 
Opening Words: John Simone Sr. once said, “The key to wisdom is knowing all 
the right questions.” I think he is correct. Even without answers, questions have 
value. After all, what is a question? A question is nothing more then a request for 
more information. Only fools think they know everything. How many questions 
have you asked in the past week? How many questions have you asked in the past 
month? How many questions have you asked in the past year? Jesus asked twenty 
questions in the Gospel of John. Those questions are the foundation of my newest 
sermon series, Questions for Lent and Easter. We are going to look at twelve 
different questions the Master asked. Each one is an excellent question because 
each one is timeless. 
 
This is message number eight. I have called this message The Hard Question. We 
find ourselves once again in the sixth chapter of John. If you were with us on 
Wednesday evening then you may remember the background. Jesus’ miracles have 
become public knowledge. Masses of people are following Jesus. They hope he is 
the long awaited Messiah. They got what they wanted. Jesus was the Messiah. The 
problem is he was the wrong kind of Messiah. He was a political Messiah, who came 
to liberate the Jews from Roman rule. He was a spiritual Messiah, who came to 
liberate them from their sins. With that piece of information, some in the crowd 
begins to leave. May God give you ears to hear this morning’s scripture lesson, John 
6:60-71. 
______________________________________________________________________ 

John 6:60-71 60 On hearing it, many of his disciples said, “This is a hard 
teaching. Who can accept it?” 61 Aware that his disciples were grumbling about 
this, Jesus said to them, “Does this offend you? 62 Then what if you see the Son of 
Man ascend to where he was before! 63 The Spirit gives life; the flesh counts for 
nothing. The words I have spoken to you—they are full of the Spirit and life. 64 Yet 
there are some of you who do not believe.” For Jesus had known from the 
beginning which of them did not believe and who would betray him. 65 He went on 
to say, “This is why I told you that no one can come to me unless the Father has 
enabled them.” 66 From this time many of his disciples turned back and no longer 
followed him. 67 “You do not want to leave too, do you?” Jesus asked the Twelve. 
68 Simon Peter answered him, “Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of 
eternal life. 69 We have come to believe and to know that you are the Holy One of 
God.” 70 Then Jesus replied, “Have I not chosen you, the Twelve? Yet one of you 
is a devil!” 71 (He meant Judas, the son of Simon Iscariot, who, though one of the 
Twelve, was later to betray him.) 

________________________________________________________________________ 



 

 

His name was Dietrich Bonheoffer and he knew something about costly grace.  Do 
you know his story? He was a German Lutheran pastor and theologian. Some say 
he was born at the worst possible time. Some say he was born at the best possible 
time. You be the judge. Bonheoffer opposed the Nazi movement in Germany from 
the very beginning. He went as far as to get involved in a plot to assassinate Hitler. 
When that plot failed in July of 1944, Bonheoffer was arrested. He was executed on 
April 8, 1945, just two weeks before his camp was liberated. He died at the age of 
39 but his theological legacy is alive and well. He believed there was a cost to 
discipleship. One just couldn’t claim their salvation and do as they pleased. He 
believed what you did with your life revealed your divine appreciation. Listen to 
these words: 
 
 Cheap grace is the preaching of forgiveness without requiring repentance, 
 baptism without church discipline. Communion without confession. Cheap 
 grace is grace without discipleship, grace without the cross, grace without 
 Jesus Christ. 
 
Do you know of anyone whose life doesn’t express their appreciation to God for the 
salvation of their very soul? I hope that person isn’t you! It is that kind of behavior 
Jesus exposes this morning. 
 
We find ourselves this morning where we ended on Wednesday, the sixth chapter 
of John. For this reason the background is the same. According to the text, Jesus is 
trying to be alone, with the disciples. That is why they went to the far side of the 
Sea of Galilee and ascended to the mountainside. The problem is the crowd 
continued to follow him because they had heard of his miracles. They believed the 
miracles were a sign, proving he was the Messiah. They were right, yet they were 
wrong. They wanted a political Messiah to liberate them from Roman rule. Jesus 
was a spiritual Messiah who would die as the perfect sacrifice. That correction is not 
easy for the crowd to make. The reading between Wednesday night’s lesson, the 
feeding of the 5,000, and this lesson is complex. I will be forced to summarize it 
with these few words. Jesus says the key to eternal life is following him and living 
up to his standards. The word we use for that is discipleship. The crowd is confused 
and frustrated at Jesus’ words. Can you see the picture? They want the benefits of 
following Jesus without any sacrifice. The crowd does not like what they hear. One 
by one, they walk away from Jesus and resume their comfortable lives. The Master 
sees the crowd leaving and looks at the disciples. He asks them the question of the 
day. Verse 67 is quoting Jesus. The Master asked the twelve, “Do you want to leave 
too, do you?” The reason this question still speaks to our generation is simple. How 
many people do you know are like the exiting crowd? How many people do you 
know want the benefits of the faith without any sacrifice? 
 

With this in mind let me state the obvious. This is an incredible difficult time to be 
a leader in the life of the church. The American church has never faced such 
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challenges. Let me just say it bluntly. The American church is dying at an alarming 
rate! How many congregations do you know are questioning their own existence? 
No one wants to see the church die but no one seems to know what to do. 
Denominational leaders don’t really know what to do. They are desperate. That is 
why I spend more and more time going to meeting to examine the problem. That 
is why I have a mountain of demographic information at my figure tips. That is why 
I am required to do more continuing education. I hope these things work but there 
is no sign of relief. The church continues to die. Did you know two United Methodist 
congregations in our district maybe closing within a year? How many of our 
congregation will still be in operation in ten years? These are not pretty times.  
 

On Friday morning I was at home working this message. It was during that time in 
front of my computer I had a new revelation. Maybe the church needs to be like 
Jesus! The Master wasn’t interested in the crowd; The Master was interested in the 
committed. In church, we go after the crowd. In church we have the everyone is 
welcomed theme. Our churches have open minds, open hearts and open doors. It 
doesn’t matter what you look like. It does matter what you think. It doesn’t matter 
about the opinions you hold. We don’t even care about your lifestyle. We welcome 
everyone because we are desperate to maintain the crowd. (I hope that isn’t too 
critical.) The institutional church is interested in the crowd; Jesus was interested in 
the committed.  
 

Look at the text with me. It says the crowd is breaking up. They are going home 
because the Master’s teachings are too hard. Look at what Jesus doesn’t do. Jesus 
does run after them. Jesus does not soften the message. Jesus does not organize 
a game night. Jesus does not pass out name tags. Jesus does not establish a new 
fundraiser. He doesn’t organize a new committee to welcome the visitors or look 
into the problem. Jesus holds his ground and lets the less committed go home. 
Don’t let the door hit you on the back side on the way out! Jesus knew something 
we have forgotten in our time. If you expect nothing, then you get nothing. Jesus’ 
goal was not to establish a crowd; Jesus’ goal was to find the truly committed. How 
many truly committed Christians do you know?  
 
This morning I want to challenge your level of commitment. Are you part of the 
crowd who expects to get something for absolutely nothing? Or are you truly 
committed to Jesus? I am going to challenge you by asking three hard questions. 
Each one relates to a different area of your life. How you respond to these 
questions says a great deal about your commitment to Jesus. Remember, Jesus 
wasn’t interested in assembling a great crowd. Jesus was interested in finding the 
committed. So if you are ready to begin say, “Amen! “ 
 

Time  
Would you walk away from Jesus if there were a time requirement? Would you walk 
away from Jesus if you were required to spend 10% of your time with him? You do 



 

 

the math, 10% of your time is 2.4 hours a day. That means you are going to have 
to spend 16.8 hours a week involved the spiritual disciplines. (Reading the Bible, 
prayer, meditation and fasting) How much time do you spend with Jesus now? 
 
On February 26, I told you this story. In The Last Days Newsletter, Leonard 
Ravenhill tells about a group of tourists visiting a picturesque village. They walked 
by an old man sitting beside a fence. In a rather patronizing way, one tourist asked, 
"Were any great men born in this village?" The old man replied, "Nope, only 
babies." That frothy question brought a profound answer. Some things take time. 
One of those things is spiritual maturity.  
 
How much time are you giving God? If you were required to spend 16.8 hours a 
week with God would you walk away from Jesus? If that makes you think say, 
“Amen!” 
 

Talent  
Would you walk away from Jesus if there was a talent requirement? Would you 
walk away from Jesus if you were required to spend 10% of your talent serving 
other people? That means you would have to spend 2.4 hours a day serving 
someone else. That means you would have to spend 16.8 hours a week serving 
someone else. How much time do you spend serving other people? I am not talking 
about family members and loved ones. I mean serving strangers.  
 
Did you know the great musician Paganini, willed his marvelous violin to Genoa -- 
the city of his birth -- but only on condition that the instrument never is played 
upon? It was an unfortunate condition, for it is a peculiarity of wood that as long as 
it is used and handled, it shows little wear. As soon as it is discarded, it begins to 
decay. The exquisite, mellow-toned violin has become worm-eaten in its beautiful 
case, valueless except as a relic. The moldering instrument is a reminder that a life 
withdrawn from all service to others loses its meaning. 
 
How much time do you spend serving others? If you were required to spend 16.8 
hours a week serving others would you walk away from Jesus? Unhappy people 
only seem to worry about themselves and there loved one. Content people worry 
about others. If that makes you think say, “Amen!”  
 

Financial Resources 
Would you walk away from Jesus if there was a money requirement? What if you 
were required to tithe 10% of your money and give it to the church? The finance 
committee wouldn’t know what to do with all the cash. Just think of the people we 
could help. What percentage of your income do you give to the church? 

 

At the very beginning of the twenty-first chapter of Luke we find Jesus in front of 
the temple. The rich are placing their large sums of money into the treasury. The 



 

 

finance committee loves them. They hate a poor widow who only drops in two 
copper coins. Her offering is worth nothing but it tells us about true stewardship. 
She teaches us that true stewardship is not the amount you give away. It is how 
much you keep for yourself? How much of your income do you spend on yourself 
and your loved ones?  
 
How much money do you give to the church? If you were required to give 10% of 
your income to the church would you walk away from Jesus? If that makes you 
think say, “Amen!” 
 
Dietrich Bonheoffer understood what Jesus was trying to say. He wasn’t looking for 
numbers. He wasn’t looking for the crowd. He was looking for the truly committed. 
He was looking for the truly committed. I have to ask this question. How committed 
are you? How much of your time, talent and financial resources are you will to give 
to God? Is anyone here going to walk away? And all of God’s people said, “Amen!” 


