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Title: Shameless  

Scripture: Luke 11:1-13 

Date Used: July 24, 2022 

Focus: When we pray, we call to mind the one to whom we pray, our Abba. We come before 

God confident in God’s love for us, aware of God’s desire to respond to our needs and the 

needs of others.  

 

For some people, prayer is not something they feel really comfortable with, not 

just praying in public, but even personal prayer.  

 

Several years ago, the former director at Camp Wesley and I were leading a 

backpacking camp for a group of junior high aged boys. One morning we had all 

the boys stand in a circle and join hands and we said, “We are going to go around 

the circle and have each of you tell God something you are thankful for and also 

have you share a concern you have in your life.” You should have seen the looks 

on their faces. You would have thought we had just told the boys we were going 

to pull out all their teeth. They were clearly feeling uncomfortable with this 

request. As we prayed it became even clearer just how uncomfortable they felt. 

 

What is it that that makes us so nervous about speaking to God? What is it that 

keeps us from speaking to God like we speak to one another?  

 

I think we get a mental block; we can get stuck. We think that there are certain 

ways we feel we must pray. We believe that there is a certain pattern we must 

follow when we pray.  

 

When I entered my first pastorate right out of college one of the things that 

concerned me most was giving the pastoral prayer. I didn’t know what to say. I 

recalled from my worship experiences as a child that pastors often used a lot of 

adjectives to describe God. So, I started a lot of my prayers with phrases like, “O 

all wise, all knowing, all loving,” and I made sure to get all of the Omni’s in there, 

“omnipresent, omnipotent, omniscient”. I thought it was just what I was 

supposed to do. 

 

The person that got me to think about prayer differently was Tony Campolo. 

Campolo is a former sociologist that taught at Eastern College. In his sermon, “It’s 
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Friday, but Sunday’s Coming,” Campolo basically called me out when he said that 

our prayers can be so phony. Our prayers can become just a bunch of formal but 

empty words that we utter, and we don’t even mean. He nailed me. 

 

When Jesus’ disciples asked him to teach them how to pray, he said to begin by 

saying, “Abba”. This word is often translated as “Father,” but it is better 

translated as the first word a child learns to utter to identify his/her parent. It is 

like saying momma or dada. Jesus instructed his disciples to call upon God, to 

reach out to God, to connect with God in the same way a child does with his/her 

mother or father. He encouraged his disciples to identify with God in the same 

way a child identifies with a parent.  

 

When we address God as Abba, we are not addressing some distant, remote, 

unconcerned being, but we are speaking to the one with whom we can have a 

deep, personal relationship. And like someone we have a deep connection with, 

we don’t have to be overly concerned with finding the right words to say because 

we are speaking to our heavenly parent.  

 

A former classmate of mine was writing Sunday school curriculum for preschool 

aged-children and in her curriculum, she spoke about God as “the one who loves 

me best”. That is a good mindset for us to hang onto. When we pray, we are 

praying to the one who loves us best.  

 

When we realize this, our concern about making sure we are saying things the 

right way just melts away. 

 

When you look at the content of what we call the Lord’s Prayer, the model prayer 

that Jesus gave to his disciples, we see that Jesus is teaching his disciples to pray 

to become aligned with God’s will for their lives. 

 

Jesus teaches that when God’s name is hallowed and when God’s kingdom 

comes, that is, when we are aligned with God, when our will is aligned with God’s 

will, when our world view is aligned with God’s world view, when our actions are 

aligned with what God wants to do in the world, then there is daily bread for all, 

forgiveness is practiced, and we are delivered from the time of trial.  
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Jesus is teaching us to pray in such a way that when we pray, we ask God to align 

our lives with God’s will, with God’s purpose for our lives.  

- When our lives are aligned with the movement of God’s Spirit, then there is 

enough daily bread for us and for all because people who are aligned with God do 

not hoard food.  

- When our lives are aligned with the will of God we experience forgiveness, and 

we will want to forgive just as we have been forgiven.  

- When our lives are aligned with God’s will, we can be confident that God will 

deliver us from the time of trial, that is, God will empower us so that we will not 

give way to temptation and empower us not to align with that which is against 

the nature of God.  

 

As a parent loves a child, cares for a child, and provides for a child, so God loves 

us and wants to provide for us so that we can love and care for one another.  

 

To magnify this point Jesus tells a parable. 

  

In the parable Jesus says, “Suppose you have a friend, and you go to your friend at 

midnight” because you just had an unexpected guest show up at your door…. To 

get the context of this parable we need to know that in first century Israel, 

hospitality was of utmost importance. So, whenever a guest arrived, even if it was 

in the middle of the night, there was no question that hospitality was to be 

extended to the guest.  

So, when the man finds that he does not have enough bread to provide a 

midnight snack for his guest, he goes to a friend’s house and asks to borrow some 

bread, even though he needed to wake up his friend and the friend’s entire 

household.  

 

As you can imagine, the guy who along with his entire household has already 

turned in for the night, is not thrilled by the knock on his door. He replies to his 

door knocking friend, “Don’t bother me. The house is all closed-up, and everyone 

is in bed for the night. I can’t get up and give you anything.”   

I don’t know about you, but I can relate to the sleepy friend. A knock on the door 

in the middle of the night is pushing the limits of friendship and neighborliness, or 

is it? 
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In the late 1980’s Suzanne and I moved to a small crossroads community located 

near Fredericktown, Ohio, a little place called Waterford. There were a lot of 

Amish living in the area and there was a young Amish family that lived right 

around the corner from us, less than a half mile away. On occasion, about once 

every week or so, the young husband/father would drop by the parsonage to use 

the phone. It was not a big deal.   

 

Early one Sunday morning, and I mean early, like 2 a.m., our doorbell rings. I 

didn’t hear it, but Suzanne did and so she nudged me and said, “There is 

somebody at the door.” I was not real thrilled about having to get out of bed at 2 

a.m. because I have this position that requires me to lead people in worship on 

Sunday mornings and having an uninterrupted night’s sleep is kind of important 

so that the people in the congregation know that I am not just talking in my sleep. 

So, I get out of bed, make my way down the steps, open the door, and there 

stands my Amish neighbor. As soon as I opened the door he says, “Can I use your 

phone, my wife is in labor, and I need to call the mid-wife.”  

 

Hearing the reason for the interruption of my midnight slumber certainly affected 

how I viewed the situation. “No problem. Please, go call the midwife.” 

 

The first century audience that was listening to Jesus’ parable certainly could 

understand the reason for the midnight visit. They understood the man seeking to 

find some bread to feed to his guest was not operating outside of the lines of 

social expectations. The cultural expectation was that no matter what time of the 

night a guest arrived, you provided hospitality. The audience understood that the 

need of the host to provide hospitality to his unexpected quest was the major 

issue at stake here.  

 

It is the awakened friend who is not responding appropriately. He initially fails to 

get that the ability of his friend to be able to extend hospitality to his guest, and 

therefore to protect his own honor, is the main issue at stake here.  

 

Jesus says that the sleepy friend will eventually respond to his friend’s request, 

not because he is his friend, and not because of his friend’s persistence, but 

because of his friend’s shamelessness. That is, the host of the unexpected 
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midnight guests is feeling no shame in waking his neighbor and asking for his help 

to meet the social expectation of hospitality. It is the right thing to do so his 

request is made without any shame whatsoever.  

 

It is the friend that is awaken that would experience dishonor and shame if he 

fails to help his friend meet this social obligation. So, at the very least, Jesus says, 

he will respond because of the social expectation and his desire to avoid criticism.  

 

This parable has been understood in at least two different ways. There are those 

who believe it is saying that we should keep bringing our requests before God 

until we get the response that we want. Just as the friend that received the 

unexpected guest refuses to take “no” for an answer from his friend that does not 

want to get out of bed, so the disciple should persist in prayer until God responds. 

 

But others, and I am more inclined to agree with them, understand the parable as 

a “How much more story”. If a reluctant friend, who does not want to respond to 

a request, will do so simply because of the shamelessness of the host asking to 

help him meet the needs of an unexpected, hungry guest, how much more will 

God who is eager and willing to answer our prayers, grant us our request. Jesus is 

saying whenever we bring a request before God, a request that is for the purpose 

of responding to the need of another, there should be no shame in making that 

request. God wants us to make the request and God wants to respond to our 

request. 

 

Jesus wants us to know that when we pray, we are praying to the One who loves 

us best, we are praying to a loving heavenly parent. 

- We are praying to the One who wants to supply our daily bread, and not only 

our own, but bread for the world. 

- We are praying to the One who wants to forgive us and wants us to extend that 

forgiveness to others. 

- We are praying to the one who wants to deliver us from the time of trial.  

- And Jesus invites us to be shameless in bringing our requests that align with the 

will of God before the One who loves us and loves the world more than we can 

even begin to imagine. Amen. 


