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Title: Bigger Barns 

Scripture: Luke 12:13-21 

Date Used: July 31, 2022 

Focus: The gospel invites us to move from self-absorbed thinking – what’s in it for me – to the 

perspective of the Reign of God – what is good for my neighbor.  

 

In a 2016 article in Thought Catalog by Becca Martin, she writes – and I have edited 
what she wrote and removed some of her colorful language.  

“….no one (cares) about anyone other than themselves anymore.” 

“People don’t just go buy presents or do something thoughtful for their friends. 
People rarely go out of their way to do nice things for a stranger. Sure, there are a 
few people out of the giant self-obsessed pool we’re drowning in, but most people 
aren’t about it. They’re about themselves.” 

“People will buy Kylie Jenner lipstick instead of donating to an organization who is 
saving children’s lives. They have enough money to buy the newest CD, but not 
enough money to donate that extra dollar to cancer research. People don’t have 
time to volunteer in an animal shelter that is begging for helping hands because 
they’d rather sit at home and watch the Bachelor.” 

“We turn off the Sarah McLachlan commercial because listening to ‘Angel’ and 
seeing pictures of sad and abused animals is too much. We don’t like to watch 
things that make us sick and cringe because the pain is too much, so we 
pretend the problems don’t exist. We pretend people aren’t starving and there 
aren’t families who are living without running water. We pretend the world doesn’t 
have problems because we are more focused on our own problems, like Netflix 
being down, because that is a true crisis.” 

“We focus so much on being the one who cares less, the one who doesn’t (care), the 
one who doesn’t need acceptance from others that we stop caring about 
others. We stop acknowledging them as people with feelings and just start 
acknowledging them almost as ‘things’ with no emotion.” 

 

“No one actually (cares) about anyone other than themselves these days.” 

“I’m so tired of the selfishness that radiates off everyone.” 
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She recommends the following solution to this dilemma. 

“(Care). That’s all I’m asking. Please, just (Care).” 
 
“Do something nice for people, donate $5 a month to an organization you like. 
Make yourself aware of how (messed up) the world is and don’t turn away from it. 
Realize you don’t need a lot to be happy. Buy the person behind you in the drive-
thru line’s coffee. Promote other people’s work.” 

“If there is one thing I’ve realized it’s that a candle loses nothing by lighting 
another candle, expect spreading more light. So, light another …candle and 
bring someone else up with you.” 

“……do some good, (care) about other people. The world needs the human in you.” 
(Pause) 
 
Unlike the character in Jesus’ parable of the Rich Fool, Becca Martin is at least aware 
of and can acknowledge her own self-absorbed world view. And Becca can at least 
confess how in her life she acts out of that self-absorbed perspective. The rich fool 
Jesus speaks of in his parable is unable to do that. 
 
When we look at the Parable of the Rich Fool, and examine the landowner’s words, 
we see they are a collection of “I” statements. There is not a word he utters that is 
not about him. Responding to the boom crop his fields have just produced Jesus 
says of the man, “He thought to himself, ‘What should I do, for I have no place to 
store my crops.’ Then he said, ‘I will do this: I will pull down my barns and build 
larger ones, and there I will store all of my goods. And I will say to my soul, ‘Soul, 
you have ample goods laid up for many years, relax, eat, drink, be merry.’”   
 
The only perspective this rich man considers is his own. And the only person that 
he thinks about is himself…. It’s all about him.  
 
The situation that elicits Jesus sharing this parable is a person in the crowd who 
wants Jesus to handle a dispute between he and his brother regarding his part of 
the family inheritance his brother is supposed to share with him, but obviously has 
not done yet. Being made aware of this dispute Jesus addresses the entire crowd 
and says, “Be on guard against all kinds of greed; for one’s life does not consist in 
the abundance of possessions.”  
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You catch what Jesus is saying there? Don’t let your life become about acquiring 
more stuff or all about protecting your stuff. Stuff was never intended to be the 
thing that concerns us the most. Yet “be on guard,” Jesus warns, “because all too 
easily we become obsessed with our stuff.”  
 
There is a part of me that would like to think that I do not become self-absorbed 
when it comes to money. But then there is a dip in the stock market and upon 
hearing the news my immediate thought is, “I wonder how this has affected my 
pension account?” My immediate thought becomes, “How is this going to affect 
me?” There is inflation right now and sadly my immediate thought is not, “How are 
these inflated prices going to affect the most financially vulnerable people in the 
world”, but my immediate thought is self-absorbed as I contemplate “What is it 
going to do to me?” I can hear Jesus saying, “Really Doug? Really? You are primarily 
concerned about how this is going to affect you?” I can hear Jesus say, “Let me 
remind you that your life is not about the amount of money in your retirement 
account.”  
 
This text confronts my need for a bigger barn perspective. The words of Jesus 
remind me that a pension plan can be a big barn, a way of storing up excess 
goods…. When I look at the financial state of the world’s people, I am reminded that 
the ability to store up for the future is a luxury. Most of the people in the world do 
not have this luxury. Many people, if not most of the world’s population, are 
seeking to address the needs they face in the moment.  
 
In 2020, 89.5% of US households were food secure. This always means that the 
people living in those homes had access to the food they needed for an active, 
healthy life for all the people living in that home. But 10.5% of US households, 
representing 13.8 million people, were uncertain about having, or were unable to 
acquire, enough food to meet the needs of their household members because they 
had insufficient money or other resources for food. 13.8 million people. That is just 
in the US. 
 
When we look at the World, we see a much bleaker picture. According to the World 
Health Organization 768 million people in the world faced hunger in 2020, an 
increase of 118 million from the previous year. This increase was most likely the 
result of COVID.  
 
21% of the population of Africa and over 50% of the population of Asia suffer from 
malnutrition.  
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Nearly one-third of the world’s population, 2.37 billion people, did not have access 
to adequate food in 2020, an increase of 320 million from the previous year. The 
World Health Organization states that the high cost of healthy diets coupled with 
the persistent high levels of income inequality put healthy diets out of reach for 
nearly 3 billion people, especially the poor, in every region of the world.   
 
We realize that an I need to build “bigger barn” mentality can bring harm to people’s 
lives. Yet as human beings, we have this uncanny ability to rationalize are own 
harmful behaviors. We have this ability to create narratives that enable us to hang 
onto behaviors that result in harm being done to people. We create narratives 
which allow us to rationalize our big barns. We say to ourselves, “I worked hard to 
bring about this abundant crop. It’s mine.” Or there are those who say, “God 
wanted to bless me, so God gave me this abundant crop.”  
 
The failure of the landowner in this parable is that he thinks only about himself. He 
doesn’t get that his self-absorbed thinking has consequences. Self-absorbed 
thinking affects the lives of other people, it affects the lives of those whose fields do 
not produce abundantly or those who don’t own any fields.  
 
In contrast to a wise person who seeks to live as God wants one to live, the 
landowner of this parable is a fool. For he fails to ever consider any perspective 
other than his own. He never considers the possibility that God gave him this 
incredible harvest not just for his own benefit, but for the benefit of all his 
neighbors.  
 
He fails to get that it was God who blessed him with this abundant crop. He didn’t 
bring this about by his own effort alone, but it was God made this incredible 
harvest possible. And like all good gifts from God, it was not just intended for his 
good, but for the good of all.  
 
The landowner seems to be blind to some of the most basic tenants of his own 
faith. He doesn’t remember that God blessed Abraham and Sarah not just for their 
own benefit, but so that they could be a blessing to others. They were blessed to be 
a blessing. The same is true of this landowner. God blessed him not so that he no 
longer had to continue to work his fields, but so that the grain produced in those 
fields would bless the landowner and his neighbors.  
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The parable begs us to seek an answer to the question, “Then how much is enough? 
When do you have enough in your barns? And how do you know if you have too 
much?” 
 
John D. Rockefeller, the owner of Standard Oil, at the height of his financial success 
accounted for 2% of the US Gross Domestic Product was asked, “How much is 
enough?” It is reported that he replied, “Just a little bit more.”  
 
That is the mentality Jesus calls into question. 
 
The founder of the Methodist movement would have given a different response to 
that same question. John Wesley instructed the early Methodists to “Earn all you 
can. Save all you can. Give all you can.”  Wesley refuses to give his followers an 
answer to the question of “How much is enough?”, that would allow the Methodists 
to amass large sums of wealth while those about them continued to live in poverty. 
So, he invites his followers to wrestle as he himself did to find the balance between 
how much you put in the barn and how much you give to others.  
 
As followers of Jesus, we are invited to live with the tension of determining how 
much is enough in our barn and how much is excess. Jesus challenges the false 
narratives we create and those we buy into that allow us to the construction of 
bigger barns. Such thinking, Jesus warns, demonstrates the thinking of a fool! 
Instead of buying into and living out of the perspective of a fool. Jesus invites us to 
live as a good neighbor and to realize when the crop of a lifetime is harvested, it is 
not intended only for our own benefit, but for the benefit of all of God’s children. 
Jesus invites us to pass along the blessing we have received to others. Jesus says, 
when we live in this way the witness of our lives reveals where our treasure truly 
lies, faithfulness to the way of Christ.  


