
1 
 

July 12, 2020 
 
Majoring in the Minors 
Jonah: God’s Heartless Prophet 
Jonah 4 
 
Opening Words: Lost in the back of the Old Testament are the Minor Prophets. 
There are twelve in all. This is the list: Hosea, Joel, Amos, Obadiah, Jonah, Micah, 
Nahum, Zephaniah, Habakkuk, Haggai, Zechariah, and Malachi. In the traditional 
Hebrew canon, they are listed chronologically. Our canon is more concerned with 
length. Regardless, the order does not matter because each one stands independently. 
It is important to note, they are not considered minor because they are not important. 
They are considered minor because they are brief in comparison to the Major Prophets, 
Isaiah, Jeremiah, and Ezekiel. Many consider the Minor Prophets to be books of 
judgement. However, they are much more complex. They are books that paint a picture 
of God who never stops pursuing those who broke his heart.  
 
To date, we have looked at Joel, Hosea, Amos, Obadiah and the first half of Jonah. 
Next week, we look at Micah. Today, we conclude Jonah. As Paul Harvey would have 
said, it is the rest of the story. This is sermon number six in my thirteen-part sermon 
series, Majoring in the Minors. Our scripture for today is Jonah 4. Let me call this 
message God’s Heartless Prophet. 
 
Jonah 4 But to Jonah this seemed very wrong, and he became angry. 2 He prayed 
to the LORD, “Isn’t this what I said, LORD, when I was still at home? That is what I tried 
to forestall by fleeing to Tarshish. I knew that you are a gracious and compassionate 
God, slow to anger and abounding in love, a God who relents from sending 
calamity. 3 Now, LORD, take away my life, for it is better for me to die than to live.” 
4 But the LORD replied, “Is it right for you to be angry?” 
5 Jonah had gone out and sat down at a place east of the city. There he made himself a 
shelter, sat in its shade and waited to see what would happen to the city. 6 Then 
the LORD God provided a leafy plant and made it grow up over Jonah to give shade for 
his head to ease his discomfort, and Jonah was very happy about the plant. 7 But at 
dawn the next day God provided a worm, which chewed the plant so that it 
withered. 8 When the sun rose, God provided a scorching east wind, and the sun blazed 
on Jonah’s head so that he grew faint. He wanted to die, and said, “It would be better 
for me to die than to live.” 
9 But God said to Jonah, “Is it right for you to be angry about the plant?” 
“It is,” he said. “And I’m so angry I wish I were dead.” 
10 But the LORD said, “You have been concerned about this plant, though you did not 
tend it or make it grow. It sprang up overnight and died overnight. 11 And should I not 
have concern for the great city of Nineveh, in which there are more than a hundred and 
twenty thousand people who cannot tell their right hand from their left—and also many 
animals?” 
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Many years ago, before man walked on the moon, before a civil war threatened to 
divide America, or before Columbus discovered a New World, there was a man who 
spoke for God. His name meant “Dove,” but we just call him Jonah. He lived in the 
eighth century BC. There is no other way to say it. Jonah is a curious Old Testament 
book because it has a New Testament feel. Let me give you some strange coincidences. 
First, the meaning of Jonah’s name, dove, is the symbol of the Holy Spirit in the New 
Testament. Remember the Holy Spirit descended on Jesus at his baptism like a dove. 
(Luke 3:22) Second, Jonah is saved not saved by a whale, but he is saved by a great 
fish, the symbol of the faith, itself, in the early church. The church exists to save 
people. Third, as Jesus rose from the dead after three days, Jonah sat in the belly of 
the great fish for three days. Fourth, Jonah’s call to the Ninevites, Gentiles, non-Jews, is 
a New Testament theme. Jonah must have been Paul’s favorite Minor Prophet. Does 
any of this sound familiar? It should. It is how I started last week’s message. I just cut 
and pasted last week’s beginning on to this week’s manuscript. Do you remember what 
happened last week? 
 
God called Jonah to go to the great city of Nineveh because her sins were great. Jonah 
understands God’s commands but refuses to go. Instead, he goes to the port city of 
Joppa and buys a ticket for Tarshish. Today, we would say he sailed from Israel to 
Spain. That 2,200-hundred-mile journey would happen on a slow-moving wooden ship. 
Somewhere on the journey a great storm hits the Mediterranean Sea. The sailors blame 
Jonah for the storm and cast him into the sea. He would have died, if not for the great 
fish. He swallows Jonah and for three days Jonah sat in his stomach. When the prophet 
is liberated, he heads to Nineveh and delivers his message of repentance. Here is the 
good news for today. The people of the great city of Nineveh did repent. Everyone 
should be happy but not everyone is. Jonah is unhappy because his ministry is 
successful. It does not make sense, but it happened. We find Jonah today sitting alone 
and pouting.  
 
He is not just pouting, he is mad. He is mad God had compassion on an enemy of 
Israel. He wanted God’s compassion to be shown only to Israel, not on Gentiles and 
certainly not on the Ninevites. They were notorious for their sinning and did not deserve 
God’s grace. Yet, God showed them grace and Jonah is mad. He lashed out at God in 
prayer and complains. He tells God death is a better option for him than living in a 
world where the Ninevites are forgiven. We can relate to Jonah because each one of us 
has been upset with God from time to time. Sometimes we get mad at God because we 
do not know all that facts. Sometimes we get mad at God because we blame God for 
the misdeeds of others. 
 
Sometimes we get mad at God because we do not get what we want. On 
Tuesday afternoon, Kathryn and I received a group text from our daughter Anna. She 
and her fiancé, Jeff, have decided to postpone their wedding again because of the 
pandemic. They are supposed to be married by now. They were originally going to get 



3 
 

married on May 30 but postponed because of the coronavirus. They rescheduled for 
September 19. It is not going to happen because of the coronavirus. They have decided 
to reschedule their wedding. Their new date is April 10. We are all hoping the 
coronavirus has passed by next spring. Can someone tell me if that will happen? 
Everything is so difficult right now. I will admit it. I was mad at God. If any couple 
deserves the wedding of their dreams it is Anna and Jeff. They are good people, who 
have worked hard for a bright future, but they must wait to get married because of this 
invisible enemy. I stayed up late on Tuesday and got up early on Wednesday because I 
was mad at God. Sometimes we get mad at God because we do not get what we want. 
 
Sometimes we get mad at God because we get something we did not expect. 
Sitting in my wife’s office is a prayer card from a funeral we attended about eighteen 
months ago. The one who died was my college roommate, Jim Humphrey. I do not 
know why it is on display, because it upsets me. Jim was simply great and there was no 
one I respected and enjoyed more. Jim was killed in a traffic accident and it seemed so 
unfair or cruel. He had been in the ministry for decades and had just retired. He had 
settled in this area and we dreamed of the fun we were going to have together. Now he 
is gone, and I still cannot answer the question, why? I will be honest with you. When I 
look at his picture on that prayer card, I am not just sad. I am mad. Sometimes we get 
mad at God because we get something we did not expect. 
 
Sometimes we get mad at God because we think God owes us something. We 
have been extra good, so we deserve an extra blessing. That was Jonah’s story. He was 
raised to believe he was special. He was one of God’s Chosen People. That meant all 
the good things in life would be showered on him and his people. That meant all the 
good things were withheld from everyone else, including and especially the Ninevites. 
They did not deserve any goodness, but they received God’s grace. It is hard to feel 
special when you are treated like everyone else. Sometimes we get mad at God 
because we think God owes us something. Yet, this story is not about being mad at 
God. We all get mad at God occasionally. There is no sign in the story God is upset with 
Jonah because he was mad. It is fine to get mad at God occasionally and shake your 
little fist at him. God wants to have an honest relationship with us. God wants to have 
an honest relationship with you. The story is about something much deeper than 
human emotions. Look at the text with me one more time.  
 
Jonah, the pouting prophet, goes to the east end of the city to observe the happenings. 
He was still hoping Nineveh would be destroyed. He builds himself a little shelter to 
protect himself from the sun and the heat. The structure is incomplete, so God has a 
plant grow around Jonah. The Bible says it was a leafy plant, vine, so ample shade was 
given to the prophet. For the first time in the story Jonah is happy, but his happiness 
does not last long. God also provided a worm and the worm damaged the leafy plant. 
In time, the plant died, and Jonah is upset about the plant’s demise. Once again, Jonah 
complains and requests to die. The scene exposes the real issue. Jonah is more upset 
over the death of a plant than he was the death of people. How can you be more 
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concerned about a thing than a person? The scripture seems to go out of the way to 
tell us there are one-hundred and twenty thousand people and each one had a soul. 
Each one was loved by God. God is shocked by Jonah’s heartlessness. Here is a 
question you must answer. How heartless are you? 
 
When I was in seminary, I took a class called Basic Christian Theology. It was a 
required class for all first-year students. It was taught by a man by the name of William 
Arnett. He was a veteran professor who was close to retiring. Every class was about the 
same. He would lecture on a certain block of material and close the class by answering 
questions. The topic on one day was heaven. When the lecture ended the questions 
began. One of the students in my class raised her hand and asked the question, “Dr. 
Arnett, when I get to heaven, will my dog be waiting for me?” We were not surprised 
by the question because her dog accompanied her to class every day. The dog and the 
young woman were inseparable. Today, we would call that dog a therapy dog. Dr. 
Arnett took his glasses off and answered the question clearly, “No! Dogs do not go to 
heaven because dogs do not have a soul. Dogs only have a spirit.” The young woman 
got emotional and fired back, “If my dog is not going to be in heaven, then I don’t want 
to go to heaven.” The veteran educator came back with the line, “You only have two 
choices. If you do not want to go to heaven, then you are going to hell. You may want 
to reconsider. Hell is not a pleasant place.”  
 
Do dogs go to heaven? I have been asked that question during my time here. Years 
ago, a teenager asked me that question. I remembered my Basic Christian Theology 
class. I answered with a no. All the teenagers got mad at me, and they looked for some 
proof I was wrong. They contacted a former youth director here at the church, who 
was then surviving as a missionary in Romania, and asked her the question, do dogs go 
to heaven? She said I was right. Dogs do not go to heaven because dogs do not have a 
soul, only a spirit.  
 
You may not like the answer, but it is part of classic protestant theology. However, the 
classic Roman Catholic answer to the question, do dogs go to heaven, is yes. That 
means if you want to see your dog in heaven, then you are more catholic than you 
think. Can I be honest with you? I hope Dr. Arnett was wrong. I hope dogs go to 
heaven because I want to spend eternity with all the dogs I have ever owned, including 
the world’s best dog, Macy. Billy Graham gives us dog lovers hope. He said dogs will be 
in heaven if they are required for our happiness. It is a big question in the minds of 
many. Do dogs go to heaven? Here is a bigger question to God. 
 
Why are we more concerned about getting dogs into heaven and so unconcerned about 
getting more people into heaven? In other words, why are we so heartless? In other 
words, we are sitting under a vine preoccupied with the salvation of our family pets and 
ignoring the spiritual deficiency of people. Please do not misunderstand me. There is 
nothing wrong with plants. There is nothing wrong with dogs and cats. They make our 
lives complete and give us much needed unconditional love. However, through the eyes 
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of God, people are much more valuable. How concerned are you about the salvation of 
the people in your life?  
 
On September 19, 2019, the Washington Monument was reopened after a $10.7 million 
renovation. The work took three years. The work was needed after an earthquake 
struck the area. During the work, graffiti from the 1800’s was discovered. It is not like 
graffiti today. The discovered graffiti read: 
 

Whoever is the human instrument under God in the conversion of one 
soul, erects a monument to his own memory more lofty and enduing 
than this. 

 
It is signed BFB. No one knows who that was, but he is right. Why are we so heartless? 
 


